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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TPHY, CA, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REVISION OF EXISTING GEODETIC REFERENCE 
SYSTEMS OF CANADA AND THE U.S. 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS NO A A AND COMMERCE/USGS 

1 . THE EMBASSY RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING NOTE (NO. EBS- 
1217) FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DATED 10 
JULY 1978: 

"THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PRESENTS ITS COMPLI- 
MENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND HAS THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE LONG STANDING CO- 
OPERATION BETWEEN THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE SURVEYS AND MAPPING BRANCH, 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, MINES AND RESOURCES OF CANADA. 

"THE EXISTING GEODETIC REFERENCE SYSTEMS OF CANADA AND 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ARE BASED ON THE 1927 
NORTH AMERICAN DATUM. IT HAS COME TO THIS DEPARTMENT'S 
ATTENTION THAT BECAUSE OF MATHEMATICAL INACCURACIES IN 
THESE SYSTEMS, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY BE REDEFINED 
IN TERMS OF A NEW DATUM. MODERN SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY 
PERMITS THE ADOPTION OF AN ACCURATE AND DEFINITIVE DATUM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT IS GEOCENTRIC; THAT IS TO SAY, THE ORIGIN OF THE 
GEODETIC CO-ORDINATES OF THE SYSTEMS IS THE CENTRE OF 
THE EARTH AND NOT SOME ARBITRARY POINT ON THE EARTH'S 
SURFACE. 

"THE DEPARTMENT, THEREFORE, HAS THE HONOUR TO PROPOSE 
THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES OF 
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AMERICA AGREE THAT THEIR GEODETIC REFERENCE SYSTEMS SHALL 
BE REDEFINED IN TERMS OF A COMMON HORIZONTAL DATUM. 

"IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS PROPOSAL: 

(1) THE REDEFINED DATUM, TO REPLACE THE PRESENT NORTH 
AMERICAN DATUM, WOULD BE GEOCENTRIC. 

(2) THE TWO GOVERNMENTS WILL ENDEAVOUR TO DEFINE FINAL 
GEODETIC PARAMETERS FOR A NEW COMMON DATUM BY DECEMBER 31, 
1979. 

"THE DEPARTMENT WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO RECEIVE CONFIRMATION 
THAT THE FOREGOING PROPOSAL FOR AN AGREEMENT THAT THE 
1927 NORTH AMERICAN DATUM BE REDEFINED IN TERMS OF A NEW 
COMMON HORIZONTAL DATUM IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED 
STATES AUTHORITIES CONCERNED." 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE EMBASSY OF RESPONSE OF COGNIZANT U.S. 
AGENCIES. 

ENDERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION, DIPLOMATIC NOTES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 1 1 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978OTTAWA03454 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780286-0611 
Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780774/aaaackkg.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 67f2ce77-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2051671 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED REVISION OF EXISTING GEODETIC REFERENCE SYSTEMS OF CANADA AND THE U.S. DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS 

NOAA AND COMMERCE/USGS 

TAGS: TPHY, CA, US 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/67f2ce77-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



